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Introduction to COPAL

Established in 2018 – vision of a dignified life for all Minnesotans

Offer resources and community education

Work to defend and extend immigrant rights primarily within the Latinx 
community (Driver’s Licenses for All, Cumulative Impacts) 



Legal Disclaimer

• This training is for educational purposes only.​

• We are not your lawyers.​

• We are in an evolving legal landscape.

• For individualized legal counsel please consult an attorney 



Part One: Know Your Rights 
and Encounters with ICE



Encounters with ICE

OBSERVE AND DOCUMENT 
LAW ENFORCEMENT 

INTERACTIONS​

INFORM INDIVIDUALS 
ABOUT CIVIL RIGHTS AND 

DUE PROCESS​

SHARE SUPPORT 
RESOURCES



Documenting ICE Interactions



Who has rights in the 
United States?



Basic Rights on U.S. Soil:

4th Amendment

• ICE and police 
CANNOT enter a 
person’s home 
without 
permission

• Requires a 
warrant signed by 
a judge

5th Amendment

• Right to remain 
silent

• Can refuse to sign 
documents or 
provide 
documents

6th Amendment

• Right to seek legal 
counsel

• Right to be 
advised on 
criminal and 
immigration 
consequences



Sharing Rights 
Information

Carry "red cards"

During an enforcement: 
Read rights 
information loudly
and clearly



Sharing Support Resources

Immigrationlawhelp.org COPAL Minnesota
612.249.8736

Local Pro-Immigrant 
Groups and Nonprofts



Part Two: Understanding Private and Public 
Spaces and Judicial Warrants



When ICE is Outside Our Doors



Public Spaces
Anyone – including ICE agents – can enter public 
spaces without permission

Public spaces include anywhere that is readily and 
openly accessible 

Being in a public space does NOT give ICE the 
authority to stop, question, or arrest just anyone

No one can enter a private space without your 
permission or a judicial warrant



Private Spaces Immigration agents can enter a private space ONLY 
IF they have a judicial warrant.

Without a judicial warrant, ICE agents need YOUR 
permission to enter private spaces of your 
property. 

If ICE agents try to enter a private space, you 
should say: “This is a private space. You cannot 
enter without a judicial warrant signed by a judge. 
Do you have a judicial warrant?”



Recognizing Warrants

• If ICE agents tell you that they have a 
judicial warrant, ask for a copy to be held 
up or slid under the door. Take a photo if 
possible.

• Check warrant details such as accuracy of 
names, dates, addresses etc. Verify the 
warrant is signed by a judge

• ICE agents may try to use an 
administrative warrant to enter. An 
administrative warrant from DHS does
NOT allow agents to enter private areas 
without permission.





Open Q & A


